
Math for Business: Finite 
MATH 1108 Fall 2019 

 

Section R08: M, Th 2:30pm – 3:45pm in FMH 311 

 

Section R17: T, W, F 10:30am – 11:20am in FMH 311 

 

Instructor: Jhevon Smith 

Email: jsmith306@fordham.edu  

Office Hours: W, F 12:00pm – 3:00pm, or by appointment. 

Office Location: JMH 423 

My Website: https://jhevon.org/teaching   

Text: Finite Mathematics for Business, Economics, Life Sciences, and Social Sciences, 12th ed,    

          by Barnett, Ziegler, and Byleen. Prentice Hall.  

Math Dept.: JMH 407         Math Dept. website: https://www.fordham.edu/mathematics  

 

Disclaimer: Consider this syllabus tentative. I do not expect to make changes, but I may have to 

depending on how the semester goes. I reserve the right to make updates to the syllabus at any 

point during the semester. However, I promise to inform you of any changes and that I will not 

make changes that will negatively affect student performance.  

 

Websites: I gave you my website since I will be posting documents and instructions for the class 

there, such as: review problems, announcements, solutions to tests and quizzes, etc. I gave you 

the math. dept. website because, well, you should have it.  

 

Course Description: Solutions to systems of linear equations, elementary matrix theory, linear 

programming, elementary counting techniques, probability, mathematics of finance. 

 

Calculator: (Non-graphing) calculators that can compute factorials, combinations and 

permutations are permitted in this course. The use of graphing calculators, smart phones or other 

electronic devices is NOT permitted.  

 

Grading: Grades will be assigned according to the following chart. 

 

Letter 

Grade 

G.P.A. Grade Letter grade G.P.A. Grade 

A 4.00 94-100 C+ 2.33 77-79 

A- 3.66 90-93 C 2.00 74-76 

B+ 3.33 87-89 C- 1.66 70-73 

B 3.00 84-86 D 1.00 60-69 

B- 2.66 80-83 F 0 Below 60 

 

The above table is a guide in order to facilitate performance metrics and the use of an electronic 

grading system. In general, grading will be done on a curve and will incentivize improvement 

over the course of the semester. The grade breakdown for our class is as follows: 

 

(Online) Homework: 10% (HW will be assigned via the WeBWork system; two dropped) 

Participation: 5% (Based on attendance, but I’ll notice if you participate further) 

Tests: 40% (There will be two, non-cumulative tests)  

Project: 10% (This is a group project due at the end of the semester. More info to follow.) 

Final Exam: 35% (This will be a cumulative exam given at the end of the course.) 

 

 

mailto:jsmith306@fordham.edu
https://jhevon.org/teaching
https://www.amazon.com/Mathematics-Business-Economics-Sciences-Barnett/dp/0321614011
https://www.fordham.edu/mathematics


 

 

Make-up Exams: Make-ups for tests will only be given to those with documented, compelling 

reason(s) for missing the test(s). There are no make-ups for missed HW.   

 

Attendance: Attendance will be taken at the beginning of class. You are late if you arrive after 

your name is called (or you arrive after the quiz is given at the beginning of class). You will be 

assigned a WF (failing) grade if you accumulate 5 unexcused absences or if you stop attending 

class without officially withdrawing (please don’t do this; if you’re thinking about it, come talk 

to me).   

 

To be excused for an absence (or lateness) you must email me no later than one day after that 

particular absence (or lateness) with the reason. Of course, proof is required where applicable. 

For example, if your absence or lateness was due to a doctor’s appointment, I expect to see a 

doctor’s note. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to catch up. You can see me during my 

office hours to discuss what was done in class, or catch up on your own. It’s up to you. 

 

Contact: When necessary, I will contact you via your college email, so be sure to check your 

college email address regularly. Please read the emails.  

 

Feedback: I highly encourage you to give me feedback about my teaching or the class, whether 

positive or negative (just make it constructive please). You can email me or see me during my 

office hours. Talk to me. I’m here to help you learn and succeed.    

 

Homework/quizzes/tests:  

Homework will be submitted online through WebWork. You must complete all HW when it is 

due and late HW will not be accepted. If you miss a HW, you will not be allowed to make it up, 

as two HW grades will be dropped. Please note that due dates are dynamic and may change 

without notice; so keep checking WebWork to make sure you know exactly when each 

assignment is due. Roughly speaking, HW for any section will be due within a couple days after 

the section covered by that HW is done in class. It’s a bad idea to take too long to reinforce 

ideas.  

 

To access the online homework system: 

1. Go to http://ec2-54-165-17-197.compute-1.amazonaws.com/webwork2/MATH1108-

Smith-F19/  

2. The username is your Fordham email address username, one word all lowercase.1 

For example, my Fordham email address is jsmith306@fordham.edu, my username 

would be jsmith306 

3. The password is initially your username. You can, and should, change this upon logging 

in for the first time. 

4. You will be logged in to the page that has the list of assignments that are currently active.  

 

(Note, this page will not be active during the first week of classes, I will inform you when the 

WeBWork page is up.) 

 

Tests will be given during our regular class period when the time comes. The tests are not 

cumulative. You must show all your work for tests and you will be given paper/booklets in 

which to write. In general, partial credit will be given on tests.  

 

 

 

                                                
1 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLE7zsJk4AI  

http://ec2-54-165-17-197.compute-1.amazonaws.com/webwork2/MATH1108-Smith-F19/
http://ec2-54-165-17-197.compute-1.amazonaws.com/webwork2/MATH1108-Smith-F19/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLE7zsJk4AI


 

The final exam will be cumulative and will be given during finals week. More specific 

date/time/location to follow. You must also show all your work on the final exam to be assessed 

for partial credit.  

 

Do not expect a homogeneous learning experience. This will not be the case and it is not good 

for you anyway. The text, my lectures, homework, and tests all have their place in helping you 

learn. Don’t expect them to all be the same or cover the same material in the same way with the 

same level of difficulty. This is an unrealistic and unhelpful expectation.    

 

Help: Besides your online HW platform, there are MANY resources available to help you 

succeed in this class. Some of these are:  

 

 First, there’s me! Come see me during my office hours if you’re having any difficulties. 

Drop by during my office hours or email me to set up an appointment.  

 

 Tutoring is available daily in JMH 410—the Math help room. You can receive help from 

faculty and upper level math majors.   

 

 There are also online resources available. A great place to get math help, even at odd 

hours, is http://mathhelpforum.com/. There are a significant number of brilliant people 

from varying time zones who decide to spend their free time helping others with math. 

Take advantage of this great service. Another great resource on the web is 

https://www.wolframalpha.com/. You can use that site to check your answers. Brilliant 

site. https://www.symbolab.com/ is another great site to check your answers. Of course, 

there are other online contenders like YouTube, Khan Academy, Paul’s Online Math 

Notes, etc. I like to use http://graph.tk/ when I want to graph something quickly, others 

like https://www.desmos.com/. Check them out. Also, Google is your friend…and big 

brother. A quick Google search can do wonders.  

 

 And don’t forget your classmates. You should get the contact information of at least one 

person that you can study with or get missed notes from if you are absent, etc. You’re all 

in this together, help each other out.  

 

Student Disability Services: If you have a disability that may affect your academic 

performance, please go to the Office of Disability Services as soon as you possibly can. You may 

be entitled to extra time or other accommodations. Everyone should be given an equal 

opportunity to do well; be sure to see the office if you believe you may qualify for benefits that 

will allow you to put your best foot forward. It is a good idea to touch base with them even if you 

have a disability that you don’t think will affect your academic performance. For more 

information, see: https://www.fordham.edu/info/20174/disability_services   

 

Some class rules: Please, no cell phone use in class. Pay attention. Eating in class is NOT 

allowed. Drinking is permitted, as long as you remove your garbage afterwards. I understand if 

you need your coffee. 

 

Academic Integrity: Any act of academic dishonesty will be dealt with by applying the most 

stringent penalties permitted. “Cheating” includes, but is not limited to, receiving help during 

exams/quizzes and submitting homework without properly acknowledging persons who assisted 

you. Ignorance is no excuse here. Please familiarize yourself with these policies by visiting: 

https://www.fordham.edu/info/22218/essential_resources/3030/academic_integrity_policy  

 

 

http://mathhelpforum.com/
https://www.wolframalpha.com/
https://www.symbolab.com/
http://graph.tk/
https://www.desmos.com/
https://www.fordham.edu/info/20174/disability_services
https://www.fordham.edu/info/22218/essential_resources/3030/academic_integrity_policy


 

Important Dates: Consult the full academic calendar at 

https://www.fordham.edu/info/21886/academic_calendars  

W 8/28 - Classes Begin. Yay! 

M 9/2 - Labor Day - University Closed 

W 9/4 – Classes follow a Monday schedule 

Th 9/5 - Add/Drop Ends; Last Day for Program Change 

F 9/20 - Deadline for Removal of INC/NGR/ABS Grades from Summer 2018 

F 10/4 - Last Day for Designating a Course Pass/Fail 

M 10/14 - Columbus Day - University Closed 

F 11/1 - Last Day to Withdraw from a course Without Incurring a WF 

W 11/27 to Su 12/1 - Thanksgiving Recess - School Closed 

F 12/6 - Last Day of Classes 

M 12/9 to T 12/10 - Reading Days 

W 12/11 to W 12/18 - Final Examinations 

 

 

https://www.fordham.edu/info/21886/academic_calendars


  

 

Tentative syllabus for the course: 

 

We will cover selected sections from chapters 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9 of the text.  

 
# Section - Topics to be covered Practice Problems from the text (12th ed) 

1 3.1 - Simple Interest  17,19,25,27,41- 57odd 

2 3. 2 - Compound and Continuously Compounded 

Interest 

25,36,53-61 odd, 65-73 odd, 83 

3 3.3 - Future Value of Annuities; Sinking Funds 21,23,25,27,31,33-36 all, 37,39 

4 3.4 - Present Value of Annuities; Amortization 21,23,25,27,29,31,35,37,39,40,41,44,49*,51*,57 

5 Matrices and basic operations with them  TBA 

6 Systems of equations in two variables; systems of 

linear equations and Augmented Matrices 

TBA 

7 Inverses of matrices TBA 

8 Systems of Linear Inequalities; Linear 

Programing in two dimensions 

TBA 

9 Sets; Basic counting principles; Logic TBA 

10 Permutations and combinations TBA 

* Exam 1 – R08: October 17 

                 R17: October 16 

Covers at most topics 1 through 8 

Review material from all topics covered prior 

to the date of your test 

11 Probability; Sample spaces; Events; Unions, 

intersections and complements of events 

TBA 

12 Independent events; Mutually exclusive events; 

Conditional probability 

TBA 

13 Bayes’ Rule TBA 

14 Random variables TBA 

15 Probability distributions TBA 

16 Expected value and deviations TBA 

17 Markov Chains and some of their applications TBA 

* Exam 2 – R08: December 5 

                 R17: December 4 

Covers everything after exam 1 

Review all topics covered in class after the first 

test 

* Time permitting, we will do additional topics 

or devote time to projects 

 

* (Cumulative) Final Exam:  

 

R08: Thu Dec 12 @ 1:30pm 

R17: Fri Dec 13 @ 9:30am 

 

The above is subject to change. Consult the 

final exam schedule: 

https://www.fordham.edu/download/downloads

/id/7172/undergraduate_rh_final_exam_schedu

le.pdf  

 

Do NOT make travel plans that conflict with 

any of your finals! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.fordham.edu/download/downloads/id/7172/undergraduate_rh_final_exam_schedule.pdf
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Anonymous Questionnaire 

 

What is your major? _______________________________________________________ 

 

Are you sure you need this class? _____________ (think about it again, and answer).  

 

What is the highest level of math you have to complete for your major? ____________________ 

 

How did you get into this class? (Passed the prerequisite course, placed here upon college entry, 

placed by an advisor, etc) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Are there any dates during the semester for which you will not be able to take an exam/quiz due 

to religious reasons? If so, please state the date(s) and occasion(s) below. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How good would you say you are at Algebra? ____ Precalc? _____ Calc 1? _______ 

(Enter 5 for “I can do it in my sleep!”, 4 for “I’m not the best at it, but pretty awesome.”, 3 for 

“I’m just OK; I’m good at the basics.”, 2 for “I’m not the worst, but far from the best.”, 1 for 

“The class was a blur that got more obscure over time!”, 0 for “Never took the class.”) 

 

With the same scale as above, rate your comfort level with math in general: ___________ 

 

Any general feelings or concerns towards this course? (For example, are you: Scared? Excited? 

Curious? Indifferent? Based on your perceived ability in math, what grade are you expecting? 

etc) 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Are there any other relevant comments that you wish to add? Perhaps you can say what would 

you like to learn from this course? 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 


